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D A R T F O R D  B O R O U G H  C O U N C I L 
 

POLICY OVERVIEW COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES of the meeting of the Policy Overview Committee held on Tuesday 20 
July 2021 at 7.00 pm 

 
PRESENT: 
 

Councillor M J Davis (Chairman) 
Councillor M I Peters (Vice-Chairman) 
Councillor S H Brown 
Councillor L A Canham 
Councillor B Garden 
Councillor K J Grehan 
Councillor D E Hunnisett (Substitute) 
Councillor A S Sandhu, MBE 
Councillor Mrs. R F Storey 
 

 
ABSENT: 
 

Councillor E H Ben Moussa 
Councillor J Burrell 
Councillor S P Butterfill 
Councillor R M Currans 
Councillor L H K Edie 
Councillor R A S Jones 
Councillor D T Nicklen 
Councillor T Oliver 
Councillor Mrs J A Ozog 
 

 
ALSO 
PRESENT: 

Cllr. D Swinerd – Lead Member for Parks, Open 
Spaces & Heritage 

 
Dartford Borough Council Officers 
 

 Peter Dosad  – Director of Housing and Public 
Protection 

 Dave Thomas – Waste & Parks Manager (WPM) 
 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
The Chairman welcomed Members back to the first in-person meeting of the 
Committee in 2021. He apologised for its late re-scheduling [from 29 June] 
due to his need to self-isolate at that time and confirmed that the agenda 
content was the same as originally published for the meeting on 29 June. 
 
He thanked the Lead Member responsible for Parks, Open Spaces & Heritage 
for attending proceedings to respond to agenda Item 7 – Management of 
Council Open Spaces, and the Waste & Parks Manager for his report on the 
topic. He welcomed the Director of Housing and Public Protection to his first 
meeting of the Committee in his new role, and Trish Chapman in her role as 
Chairman of the Council’s Tennant’s & Leaseholder’s Forum. 
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Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillors; Ben 
Moussa, Burrell, Butterfill, Currans, Edie, Jones, Nicklen and Oliver 
(Substitute Cllr. Hunnisett). 
 
The Committee asked that their condolences and best wishes to Councillor 
Julie Ozog be recorded following the sad passing of her Mother.   
 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

3. CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE POLICY OVERVIEW 
MEETING HELD ON 16 MARCH 2021  
 
 RESOLVED: 
 
That the minutes of the meeting of the Policy Overview Committee held on 16 
March 2021 be confirmed as an accurate record of those virtual proceedings. 
 

4. URGENT ITEMS  
 
The Chairman confirmed that there were no urgent items for the Committee to 
consider. 
 

5. TO CONSIDER REFERENCES FROM OTHER COMMITTEES (IF ANY)  
 
There were no references from other Committees for Members to consider. 
 

6. REGULATION 9 NOTICE (FORWARD PLAN)  
 
  RESOLVED: 
 

1. That Members note the contents of the Regulation 9 Notice (Forward 
Plan) for the period 15 Jun2 2021 to 31 October 2021. 

 
7. MANAGEMENT OF COUNCIL OPEN SPACES  

 
The report from the Waste and Parks Manager (WPM) updated Members on 
various issues relating to the management of the Council’s open spaces for 
noting. The Lead Member for Parks, Open Spaces & Heritage, the Director of 
Housing and Public Protection and the Waste & Parks Manager were in 
attendance to respond to Members questions and concerns. 
 
The Chairman informed Members that he had requested the report for 
consideration by the Committee in its overview capacity, because to his 
knowledge, the Council’s management of its parks and open spaces had not 
been reviewed for some 10 years. He had also become increasingly aware of 
the importance to the public of free and easy access to parks and open 
spaces during the preceding 18 months of the Coronavirus pandemic and 
successive Government lock-down measures to help combat it. 
 



POLICY OVERVIEW COMMITTEE 
TUESDAY 20 JULY 2021 

 

3 

He proposed that debate proceed on the understanding that all Members had 
read the report and that the Q&A discussion with the Lead Member and 
Officers cover four principal areas of concern to him in the order of Overall 
Management, Dartford Marsh, Dartford Heath and then Other Open Spaces. 
He would then summarise the debate and conclusion for the record. To begin 
that process he asked what formal arrangements were in place to manage the 
Council’s open spaces and whether the Lead Member held regular meetings 
with the relevant Council Officers. 
 
Management & Publicity 
 
The Lead Member for Parks, Open Spaces & Heritage confirmed that he held 
regular monthly meetings with the Parks Manager and Mr Thomas as the 
Council’s senior manager in overall control of the maintenance of the 
Council’s Parks and Open Spaces, and with Cllr. Thurlow as the responsible 
Cabinet Portfolio Holder. 
 
The Waste & Parks Manager (WPM) advised Members that the day-to-day 
management of the Council’s parks and open spaces was undertaken in the 
main by the Parks and Open Spaces (P&OS) team [report paras 3.4 to 3.6 
refers]. Any issues of anti-social behaviour were addressed jointly with the 
Council’s Enforcement team and other relevant Officers based in the 
Council’s Community Safety Unit (CSU). Incidents of arson at Dartford Heath 
[which by tradition increased during the summer months] were addressed by 
the two Countryside Rangers within the Council’s P&OS team, in close liaison 
with the Kent Fire & Rescue Service (KFRS), the Police and the Forestry 
Commission as appropriate, in addition to overseeing the work of the Dartford 
Heath volunteer group. In addition, the Council had three Member-led liaison 
groups entitled ‘Friends of’ Darenth Country Park, Dartford Heath and 
Hesketh Park, which comprised local Ward Members and residents who took 
an active interest in those parks and open spaces, and supported Council 
efforts to maintain and enhance them. No formal annual report was currently 
produced for the Council’s management of its Parks and Open Spaces, but 
the three ‘Friends of’ liaison group bodies received regular update reports 
from Officers and advice on any issues arising at their regular meetings, and 
to any other interested Member on request.  
 
In response to a specific question from the Chairman, the Lead Member 
advised the Committee that the ‘Friends of’ groups did not specifically 
advertise their activities, but relied on their own internal network of Ward 
Members to address local concerns, supported by the Lead Member and the 
Cabinet Portfolio Holder over issues of a wider concern to the Borough as 
whole. However, local residents did receive a pamphlet informing them of the 
meetings.  
 
In further response to the Chairman’s concerns over the need to proactively 
advertise the Council’s parks and open spaces the WPM advised Members 
that details were available on the Council website, but that the Council’s policy 
had been predominantly passive in recent years. Central Park was a notable 
exception with its varied activities and events [periods of lock-down excepted] 
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widely publicised. He conceded that perhaps more needed to be done to 
advertise other venues and amenities.  
 
The Chairman next asked how the Council’s management of its parks and 
open spaces was rated. 
 
The WPM advised Members that there was no formal rating system in place 
to assess the Council’s management of its parks and open spaces, such as 
the red, amber and green traffic-light system used to assess performance in 
other areas of Council activity. Central Park was the Council’s ‘flagship’ venue 
and had established itself as both a highly successful Dartford venue and 
attraction to surrounding communities. Other parks and open spaces 
presented a ‘mixed picture’ in terms of facilities and usage. 
 
Members supported the WPM in his assessment of the success of Central 
Park which had drawn considerable praise both within and outside the 
Dartford community in recent years. The cricket and bowls club facilities in 
Darenth Park were also praised, but concern expressed over the need to 
overhaul the tennis courts. The WPM advised that he had a budget to do so 
and would look to assess the relevant works, in addition to the renewal of the 
existing green gym facilities in Central Park. 
 
The Director of Housing and Public Protection informed Members that as part 
of his new role and responsibilities he had undertaken a comprehensive tour 
of all the Council’s parks and open spaces that week. The tour had enabled 
him to better appreciate a number of ‘hidden gems’ which could be better 
advertised by the Council for residents use and enjoyment, and he would be 
raising the issue with the Council’s Communications team on how best to 
advertise Dartford’s natural environments more effectively.  
 
Other Members made a number of individual points and expressions of 
concern to which the WPM gave the following responses: 
 

 There were in excess of 15,000 planted trees planted on Council land 
alone in the Borough, and the Council could not as a consequence, 
undertake a pro-active programme of tree surveys to pre-empt damage 
and/or disease, but did respond to any resident concern on a re-active 
basis. The tree estate as a whole was surveyed every 5-10 years; 

 The Council’s contractor Continental mowed and tended the Council’s 
open spaces on a year-round basis with scheduled cuts from March to 
September. The Council held a small re-active budget for further work 
on a needs basis outside the SLA (Service Level Agreement) with 
Continental, but did not have a pro-active funding element within its set 
budget; 

 The ‘No-Mow May’ initiative to cultivate a ‘wilder’ look to open spaces, 
had divided opinion amongst Councils, contractors and residents. Any 
further proposals the initiative in 2022 would be reviewed by the 
Council in the light of its 2021 experience; 

 Maintenance of trees, bushes and undergrowth  adjacent to major 
roads e.g. Princes Road were the responsibility of KCC with whom the 
Council liaised on a regular basis; 
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 There was some cross-over between Council and Parish/Town Council 
responsibilities for mowing  and tree works and better signage would 
help to inform residents in some areas; 

 Open tree-planting days with child participation and photo opportunities 
with Kent Police Officers, PCSOs and others outside park facilities to 
allay safety concerns were noted and would be considered. 

 
Dartford Marshes 
 
The Chairman expressed his concern over anti-social motorbike usage in the 
Marshes with roped-off public footpaths erected near Bob Dunn Way and the 
Darenth River on a regular basis, to the detriment of residents on both public 
access and noise and safety grounds. He asked who was responsible for the 
areas concerned. 
 
The Waste & Parks Manager (WPM) advised Members that Dartford Marshes 
were owned by 21 (twenty-one) different owners and responsibility for 
individual areas of the Marsh and its misuse was difficult to monitor and 
manage successfully. The Council’s Enforcement Team based in the CSU 
took the lead with the co-operation of Kent Police, but the Council had no 
dedicated budget for the Marshes and owner co-operation in combating such 
activities was difficult to obtain. 
 
The Chairman of the Crime and Disorder (Overview & Scrutiny) Committee, in 
attendance as a Member of the POC, noted the Chairman’s concerns and 
undertook to raise the issue at the next meeting of his Committee on 28 July, 
and add the topic to his Committee’s Work Plan for 2021-22. 
 
The Chairman of the Council’s Development Control Board (DCB), attending 
proceedings as a Substitute, undertook to raise the Chairman’s concerns over 
the building of a large commercial barn structure on the Marsh near Bob Dunn 
Way, at the next meeting of the DCB. The Director of Housing and Public 
Protection advised Members that he was aware of the proposal, which was 
under investigation given its potential impact if granted, on Dartford’s Green 
Belt. 
 
Dartford Heath 
 
The Chairman first addressed his concern over the continued incidents of 
arson on Dartford Heath and the potential risk to nearby housing. 
 
The Waste & Parks Manager (WPM) advised Members that historically, some 
30-40 incidents of arson were reported on the Heath each year during the 
summer months. Burnt belongings including school books had identified 
school children as primarily responsible for the majority of arson incidents. 
Some children had been identified as a consequence and Kent Fire & Rescue 
Service (KFRS) gave talks at schools in the area to dissuade children and 
warn of the significant dangers of arson. The Heath benefitted from fire-
breaks throughout, which had been constructed by the Council with the full 
advice and co-operation of the KFRS, to stop the spread of larger significant 
fires and protect adjacent housing in the area. 
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Post Meeting Note 
 
The minutes of the February 2021 meeting of the Council’s Crime and 
Disorder (Overview & Scrutiny) Committee had stated that ‘Kent Fire and 
Rescue Service continued to attend seasonal grass fires at Dartford Heath but 
that overall figures for such fires were down’. 
 
The Chairman next addressed his concern over parked lorries and cars in the 
cycle lane in Rochester Way, the drivers of which he had personally seen 
disappearing into the adjacent woods on what could only be nefarious 
business [given the isolated location]. 
 
The Director of Housing and Public Protection advised Members that the 
matter was an enforcement issue for the Community Safety Unit (CSU) to 
consider rather than the WPM and would raise it with the Enforcement 
Manager and at the next meeting of the Crime and Disorder (O&S) Committee 
on 28 July. 
 
The Chairman next expressed his concern over an apparently abandoned 
caravan on the Heath since January 2021 which he felt gave the Heath a bad 
image and impacted on the reputation of the Council as the responsible local 
authority. 
 
The WPM advised Members that the caravan was in fact occupied, and as a 
consequence, the Council’s Abandoned Vehicle procedure did not apply, 
however the Council’s Homelessness Housing team were addressing the 
issue. 
 
The Director of Housing and Public Protection confirmed that the caravan was 
indeed occupied and that the only enforcement procedure was to move it off 
the highway and accommodate the owner in temporary housing, but he 
wished to remain in the vehicle and the fact that the local community were 
feeding the owner further complicated the matter.  
 
The Chairman’s final concern regarding the Heath was illegal construction of 
a BMX cycle circuit. He asked what responsibility the Council had in the case 
of injury to riders.  
 
The WPM reminded Members that the Council was responsible for the Heath 
but did not own it. Any accidents or injury to individuals undertaking 
unlicensed or illegal activities would depend on the circumstances for each 
individual case, with at least some culpability falling to the land owners. 
 
Other Open Spaces 
 
In the absence of any specific concerns from Members, the Waste & Parks 
Manager offered to organise a tour by his team of the Council’s open spaces 
for Members, and confirmed that Joydens Wood was owned by the Woodland 
Trust. 
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The Chairman thanked the Lead Member and Director of Housing and Public 
Protection for their attendance and contribution to the debate, and the Waste 
& Parks Manager for his comprehensive report and further positive responses 
to Members’ questions and expressions of concern. In summarising the 
debate, he noted the following principal points for the Lead Member and 
Officers to consider going forward: 
 

(i) Wider promotion and advertisement of the activities of the Council’s 
three ‘Friends of’ Groups for Darenth Country Park, Dartford Heath 
and Hesketh Park; 

(ii) The promotion of a further ‘No-Mow May’ in 2022 in consultation with 
KCC and the Council’s contractor Continental; 

(iii) That the continued incidents of motorcycle abuse be brought to the 
attention of the Crime and Disorder (Overview & Scrutiny) 
Committee for appropriate action; 

(iv) That the Parks and Open Spaces team organise a tour of the Council’s 
lesser known facilities for Members when requested. 

  
  RESOLVED: 
 

1. That Members note the report. 
 

8. COMMITTEE WORK PROGRAMME AND PLAN 2021-22 MUNICIPAL 
YEAR  
 
The report from the Committee Co-ordinator attached a revised Work Plan for 
the remainder of the 2021-22 municipal year [attached as Appendix A to the 
report] for Members to including items previously deferred as a result of the 
ongoing Coronavirus pandemic. 
 
The Chairman advised Members of a subsequent addition to the Work Plan 
since publication of the agenda papers for the Committee’s next scheduled 
meeting on 14 September 2021. The Council’s Community Services Manager 
would now present the Council’s Corporate Plan 2021-2023 in draft form, for 
the Committee’s comments prior to submission to Cabinet for approval. 
 
  RESOLVED: 
 

1. That Members note the report and Appendix A with the addition of the 
above item for the Committee’s meeting on 14 September 2021. 

  
 

9. COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE PRECEDING 2020-21 
MUNICIPAL YEAR  
 
The report and appendices from the Committee Co-ordinator summarised the 
work undertaken by the Committee in the preceding 2020-21 municipal year. 
 
The Chairman thanked the author for his report and support of Members in 
what had been a particularly challenging year for both Members and Officers.  
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He noted several significant highlights that had been reported to the 
Committee in the period under review including; a decrease in vehicle 
emissions and pollution levels [Air Quality Annual Status Report 2020 Min. 
No. 66 refers], the Council’s attainment of the highest litter detection rate 
amongst Kent authorities and first Kent Council to impose a £400 fine for 
littering and the use by residents of unlicensed carriers who dumped waste 
illegally [Environmental Litter Enforcement Service Update and Council Litter 
Collection Service reports – Min. Nos. 76 and 77 refer]. 
 
  RESOLVED: 
 

1. That Members note the annual report and appendices summarising the 
work of the Committee in the preceding 2020-21 municipal cycle with 
their thanks. 

2. That the report be submitted to Cabinet.    
 
 

The meeting closed at 7.40 pm 
 

  
 
 

Councillor M J Davis  
CHAIRMAN 

 
 
 


	Minutes

